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OLIVIA OUTRED
House & Garden’s Rising Star 2020 award winner 
set up her studio in 2014, and is imminently 
moving her business to Shoreditch. Her look is 
joyful, inviting and individual.

What are you known for? 
I think I’m known for extremely comfortable 
interiors that are not stuffy. All our clients we 
have are enthusiastic about colour, and I think 
I’m enthusiast about colour too.

What inspires you?  
Travel. I have my best ideas when I’m 
travelling, walking in the park or in a fantastic 
restaurant. I always seem to have the best ideas 
in my downtime when I’m surrounded by 
beautiful things. It’s such a myth that you have 
to sit at your desk to have an idea.

What projects are you working on at the moment? 
Our current projects include a Grade-II listed 
building in Mayfair and a family house in 
Spitalfields that was first used by Huguenot silk 
weavers – there are notches in the beams where 
the silk skeins would have hung down. We’re 
also working on a second project on Columbia 
Road in east London, home to the flower 
market: we’ve extended the back of the house 
and it looks much bigger on the inside than the 
outside now.

What was your big break? 
I was lucky enough to work at Sibyl Colefax & 
John Fowler. It’s the best training you can have. 
I worked with Philip Hooper who is absolutely 
fantastic and such an inspiration to me.

What’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre? 
I always go to Tissus d’Hélène, Pierre Frey and 
Turnell & Gigon and I also like Collier Webb  
for hardware.

FLORA 
SOAMES
Running a small team 
from her Dorset base, 
Flora Soames is a 
self-taught designer who ran the late, legendary antiques emporium Talisman before her first commissions came via 
friends and word-of-mouth recommendation.

What are you known for?  
The diversity of the projects that we take on is relatively unique to our business, and while we have a distinctive 
stamp of style, we are flexible in terms of accommodating clients’ needs and wants. Colour, pattern and a mix of old 
and new certainly play a key role, and I like to think our interiors are not too precious. 

What inspires you?  
I am inspired by the heritage of design throughout the years and the scope for traditional craftsmanship in this 
country as a result. This is very much the backbone of the collection of fabrics we launched last year.

Is there any business advice you wish you’d known when you started out? 
I learnt pretty quickly to try to foresee what can go wrong during a project, as much as what can go right! I also try 
to remember that I am not the one who will end up living or using the space.

What’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre? 
We exhibited at London Design Week in March before lockdown and I was so impressed by the breadth of design 
on offer.  I am a huge fan of Turnell and Gigon and who they represent, their new showroom is incredibly easy to 
navigate and use. K&H 

DESIGN
Taking the classic route 
of starting out around 
the kitchen table, K&H 
Design’s Katie Glaister and 
Henry Miller Robinson 
have grown from their 
2015 launch into a team 
of 10, working from their 
studio in Parsons Green.

What are you known for?  
Katie Glaister: Our space planning is very strong. We 
create practical and dramatic spaces that really work. 
Understanding exactly how our client wishes to use the 
space informs all of our design decisions and our thinking 
often goes beyond a straightforward solution. 
Henry Miller Robinson: We consider the use of every 
inch of space, create sequences of rooms with a purpose 
and flow, where natural light is maximised and where 
maximum value can be added to the property.

What’s the thread that runs through every scheme, regardless of  
the aesthetic? 
Katie Glaister: We are known for our layering. We love 
to combine traditional style and bespoke elements with a 
touch of contemporary humour.

Did you have a big break? 
Henry Miller Robinson: We started our business with a 
wonderful project in Fulham which ended up winning us 
three awards, including the Sunday Times British Homes 
Awards 2019. 
Katie Glaister: Our clients looked us in the eye, read our 
proposal with great thoroughness and put their faith in us. 
We remain close to them, and being able to show the project 
and have it photographed helped us win those awards. 

What’s your latest discovery at the Design Centre? 
Henry Miller Robinson: We love Miles de Lange’s new 
showroom [Alexander Lamont + Miles]. He represents 
companies that we love to use in our projects, such as Soie 
de Lune, Lauren Hwang NY and Savel Inc.

ROSANNA 
BOSSOM
Working with her small 
team from her Notting 
Hill studio, Rosanna 
Bossom set up her 
business from home 
in 2014.

Did you have a big break? 
I was so lucky to work alongside Rifat Ozbek on the interiors of 5 Hertford Street. It was an incredible opportunity and 
has led to many other wonderful projects.

What inspires you? 
Turkey is a country which inspires me hugely: with its vast array of textiles and embroidery, it’s heaven, but my 
love has probably grown since working with Rifat Ozbek. But one of my favourite places in London to return to for 
inspiration has to be the vast collection of textiles in the V&A.

Is there any business advice you wish you’d known when you started out? 
Definitely! There is so much learning on the job so there is plenty I wish I’d known. Advice I tell the office and 
myself is to always ask for help from suppliers and specific trades: they are the experts in their fields, so make use of 
their knowledge.

What projects are you working on at the moment? 
We’re currently installing a townhouse in Knightsbridge and a lateral flat in Chelsea – all in lockdown, which is  
proving interesting!

What do you obsess over in your work? 
 I get very excited about working out the floorplans and spatial planning. It is absolutely imperative to get this  
right from the beginning, so I definitely enjoy spending time on this and like to be involved as early as possible  
on a project.

Fresh talent is always a joy to discover. Be inspired by a new generation of design 
practices with a dynamic spirit and an imaginative approach: here are just a few 

of them, in their own words
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